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ENGROSSED SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6366

AS AMENDED BY THE HOUSE
Passed Legislature - 2006 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Session

By Senate Commttee on Ways & Means (originally sponsored by
Senators Kei ser, Thi baudeau and Kl i ne)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 7/ 06.

AN ACT Rel ating to preparation and response to pandem c infl uenza;
and addi ng a new chapter to Title 70 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that:

(1) Pandem c influenza is a gl obal outbreak of disease that occurs
when a new virus appears in the human popul ation, causes serious
illness, and then spreads easily from person to person.

(2) Hstorically, pandem c influenza has occurred on average every
thirty years. Most recently, the Asian flu in 1957-58 and the Hong
Kong flu in 1968-69 killed seventy thousand and thirty-four thousand,
respectively, in the United States.

(3) Another influenza pandem c could energe with little warning,
affecting a large nunber of people. Estimtes are that another
pandem c i nfluenza woul d cause nore than two hundred thousand deaths in
our country, wth as many as five thousand in Wshi ngton. Qur state
coul d al so expect ten thousand to twenty-four thousand peopl e needing
hospital stays, and as many as a mllion people requiring outpatient
visits. During a severe pandem c these nunbers could be nmuch higher
The econom c | osses could al so be substantial .

p. 1 ESSB 6366. SL
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(4) The current Avian or bird flu that is spreading around the
world has the potential to start a pandemc. There is yet no proven
vacci ne, and antiviral medication supplies are limted and of unknown
ef fectiveness against a human version of the virus, |eaving traditional
public health neasures as the only neans to slow the spread of the
di sease. G ven the global nature of a pandem c, as much as possi bl e,
the state nmust be able to respond assumng only limted outside
resources and assistance will be avail abl e.

(5) An effective response to pandem c influenza in WAshi ngt on nust
focus at the local level and will depend on preestablished partnerships
and coll aborative planning on a range of best-case and worst-case
scenarios. It will require flexibility and real-tinme decision nmaking,
gui ded by accurate information. It will also depend on a well-inforned
public that understands the dangers of pandem c influenza and the steps
necessary to prevent the spread of the disease.

(6) Avian flu is but one exanple of an infectious disease that,
were an outbreak to occur, could pose a significant statewi de health
hazard. As such, preparation for pandemc flu wll also enhance the
capacity of local public health jurisdictions to respond to other
ener genci es.

It is therefore the intent of the legislature that adequate
pandemic flu preparedness and response plans be developed and
i npl emented by | ocal public health jurisdictions statewide in order to
limt the nunber of illnesses and deaths, preserve the continuity of
essential governnent and other community services, and m nim ze soci al
di sruption and economc loss in the event of an influenza pandem c.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. The definitions in this section apply
t hroughout this chapter unless the context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "Departnent” neans the departnent of health.

(2) "Local health jurisdiction" neans a | ocal health departnent as
established under chapter 70.05 RCW a conbined city-county health
departnent as established under chapter 70.08 RCW or a health district
est abl i shed under chapter 70.05 or 70.46 RCW

(3) "Secretary" neans the secretary of the departnent of health.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. (1) The secretary shall establ i sh
requi renents and performance  standards, consi st ent wth any

ESSB 6366. SL p. 2
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requi rements or standards established by the United States departnent
of health and human services, regarding the devel opnent and
i npl emrentation of | ocal pandem c flu preparedness and response pl ans.

(2) To the extent state or federal funds are provided for this
pur pose, by Novenber 1, 2006, each local health jurisdiction shall
devel op a pandem c flu preparedness and response plan, consistent with
requi rements and performance standards established in subsection (1) of
this section, for the purpose of:

(a) Defining preparedness activities that should be undertaken
before a pandemc occurs that wll enhance the effectiveness of
response neasures;

(b) Describing the response, coordination, and decision-naking
structure that wll incorporate the local health jurisdiction, the
| ocal health care system other |ocal response agencies, and state and
federal agencies during the pandem c;

(c) Defining the roles and responsibilities for the local health
jurisdiction, local health care partners, and | ocal response agencies
during all phases of a pandem c;

(d) Describing public health interventions in a pandenm c response
and the timng of such interventions;

(e) Serving as a guide for local health care system partners,
response agencies, and businesses in the developnent of pandemc
i nfl uenza response pl ans; and

(f) Providing technical support and information on which
pr epar edness and response actions are based.

Each plan shall be devel oped based on an assessnent by the |oca
health jurisdiction of its current capacity to respond to pandemc flu
and otherw se neet departnent outcone neasures related to infectious
di sease out breaks of statew de significance.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. (1) Each local health jurisdiction shall
develop its pandem c flu preparedness and response plan based on the
requi renents and performance standards established under section 3(1)
of this act and an assessnent of the jurisdiction's current capacity to
respond to pandemc flu. The plan shall be devel oped in consultation
with appropriate public and private sector partners, including
departnents of energency managenent, |aw enforcenent, school districts,

p. 3 ESSB 6366. SL
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hospital s and nedi cal professionals, tribal governnents, and business
organi zations. At a mninum each plan shall address:

(a) Strategies to educate the public about the consequences of
i nfl uenza pandem ¢ and what each person can do to prepare, including
t he adoption of universal infectious disease prevention practices and
mai nt ai ni ng appropri ate energency supplies;

(b) Jurisdiction-wi de disease surveillance prograns, coordinated
wWth state and federal efforts, to detect pandem c influenza strains in
humans and aninmals, including health care provider conpliance wth
reportable conditions requirenents, and investigation and anal ysis of
reported illness or outbreaks;

(c) Communi cation systens, including the availability of and access
to specialized comunications equipnent by health officials and
comunity | eaders, and the use of mass nedia outlets;

(d) Mass vaccination plans and protocols to rapidly admnister
vacci ne and nonitor vacci ne effectiveness and safety;

(e) Guidelines for the utilization of antiviral nedications for the
treatnment and prevention of influenza;

(f) I'nplementation of nonnmedi cal neasures to decrease the spread of
the disease as guided by the epidem ology of the pandem c, including
i ncreasing adherence to public health advisories, voluntary social
isolation during outbreaks, and health officer orders related to
guar ant i nes;

(g) Medical system nobilization, including inproving the |inkages
and coordination of energency responses across health care
organi zations, and assuring the availability of adequate facilities and
trai ned personnel;

(h) Strategies for maintaining social order and essential community
services while limting the spread of disease throughout the duration
of the pandem c; and

(1) The jurisdiction's relative priorities rel ated to
i npl enentation of the above activities, based on avail abl e fundi ng.

(2) To the extent state or federal funds are provided for this
purpose, the departnent, in consultation with the state director of
energency managenent, shall provide technical assistance and di sburse
funds as needed, based on the fornmul a devel oped under section 6 of this
act, to support local health jurisdictions in devel oping their pandemc
flu preparedness and response pl ans.

ESSB 6366. SL p. 4
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. Local health jurisdictions shall submt
their pandem c flu preparedness and response plans to the secretary by
Novenmber 1, 2006. Upon receipt of a plan, the secretary shall approve
or reject the plan. Wen the plan is determ ned by the departnent to
conply with the requirenents and integrate the performance standards
establi shed under section 3(1) of this act, any additional state or
federal funding appropriated in the budget shall be provided to the
local health jurisdiction to support the preparedness response
activities identified in the plan, based upon a formula devel oped by
the secretary under section 6 of this act. Preparedness and response
activities include but are not limted to:

(1) Education, information, and outreach, in nultiple | anguages, to
i ncrease conmmunity preparedness and reduce the spread of the disease
should it occur;

(2) Devel opnent of materials and systens to be used in the event of
a pandemc to keep the public infornmed about the influenza, the course
of the pandem c, and response activities;

(3) Devel opnent of the |egal docunents necessary to facilitate and
support the necessary government response;

(4) Training and response drills for local health jurisdiction
staff, law enforcenment, health care providers, and others wth
responsibilities identified in the plan;

(5) Enhancenent of the communi cabl e di sease surveillance system
and

(6) Devel opnent of coordination and conmunication systens anong
respondi ng agenci es.

Where appropriate, these activities shall be coordi nated and funded
on a regional or statew de basis. The secretary, in consultation with
the state director of ener gency managenent , shal | provi de
i npl enentation support and assistance to a local health jurisdiction
when the secretary or the local health jurisdiction has concerns
regarding a jurisdiction's progress toward inplenenting its plan.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. The secretary shall develop a fornula for
distribution of any federal and state funds appropriated in the omnibus
appropriations act on or before July 1, 2006, to local health
jurisdictions for devel opnent and inplenmentation of their pandemc flu
preparedness and response plans. The formula developed by the

p. 5 ESSB 6366. SL
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secretary shall ensure that each local health jurisdiction receives a
m ni mum anmount of funds for plan devel opnent and that any additiona
funds for plan developnent be distributed equitably, including
consi deration of population and factors that increase susceptibility to
an outbreak, upon soliciting the advice of the |local health
jurisdictions.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. The secretary shall:

(1) Develop a process for assessing the conpliance of each |oca
health jurisdiction with the requirenents and performance standards
devel oped under section 3(1) of this act at |east biannually;

(2) By Novenber 15, 2008, report to the legislature on the |evel of
conpliance with the performance standards established under section
3(1) of this act. The report shall consider the extent to which | ocal
health jurisdictions conmply with each performance standard and any
i npedi ments to neeting the expected | evel of performance.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. Sections 1 through 7 of this act constitute
a new chapter in Title 70 RCW

Passed by the Senate March 8, 2006.

Passed by the House March 8, 2006.

Approved by the Governor March 15, 2006.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State March 15, 2006.

ESSB 6366. SL p. 6



	Section 1.
	Section 2.
	Section 3.
	Section 4.
	Section 5.
	Section 6.
	Section 7.
	Section 8.

